THE CAMBRIDGE PLATONISTS

the Ancient Church by which they conceive the
modern ought to be guided/ The quest of the
philosophy of Christ landed some of them, as Henry
More, in a somewhat fantastic theosophy. Cud-
worth's great reply to Hobbes, The True Intellectual
System of the Universe^ was never finished and never
could have been finished. But what they were in
quest of was not the toleration which is enforced by
the state and accepted by those who have grown
weary of endless dissensions and warfare, but a
reconciling conception of Christianity as, not a re-
ligion of dogmas and rites, but of the spirit, a finer
humanism satisfying alike to the reason and the
imagination. And such a Christianity, though this
never came consciously within their scope, would
have left a freer and fairer field to the activity of
thought and imagination in other spheres than the
definitely religious, to a degree that it is hard to
imagine that a religion which included among its
chief tenets the doctrine of Reprobation, and had
for ever in its ears the roar of Hell fire, possibly
could. A Bunyan could hardly have permitted him-
self to write, or approved of a serious Christian
writing, a Microcosmographie or a Compleat Angler
or an Anatomy of Melancholy or Religio Medici and
Hydriotafhia*

Any such union of Puritan and Anglican as
Baxter sought at the Savoy Conference was im-
possible. One has only to read the full statement of
the different points of view in the Reliquiae Baxtefi-
anae to see that what the Puritans wished was not a
wider but a narrower Church, not a freedom from
ecclesiastical discipline but a closer, more searching
test of membership and enforcement of discipline.
As Matthew Arnold says, *the persistence of the
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